History


The Sotto Voce Quartet is America’s premiere low brass chamber music ensemble made up two euphonium and two tuba virtuosos.  There is no other group of its kind in the U.S. that performs and records more regularly or is more highly acclaimed than Sotto Voce.  The members of the group are stars in the tuba/euphonium world, published composers, and university professors.  The quartet’s self-created repertoire includes original compositions and arrangements of music from all eras (English Madrigals to the music of Frank Zappa).  Furthermore, the quartet prides itself in surprising audiences by showcasing what amazing things its instruments can do in concerts and clinics around the globe.

The ensemble began its life as a college group but quickly realized it had something special to offer when it won prestigious prizes at competitions for low brass and gained reputable status at world-renowned chamber music competitions such as the Fischoff and Concert Artists’ Guild.  Having been a professional touring group for over twelve years now, the group has performed throughout the U.S., Canada, and Europe.  Sotto Voce is regularly invited to perform at International Tuba/Euphonium Conferences and to serve as the quartet-in-residence and head-judges at these and other tuba related symposia.  The quartet is also often invited to give clinics and masterclasses in high schools, universities, and music educator conferences.  Sotto Voce has released three recordings on the Summit Records label:  Consequences, Viva Voce, and Refractions.

 Occasionally the players in the group will also perform on other instruments to include but not limited to:  trombones, Sousaphones, all four on euphoniums, and singing (barbershop).  This doubling ability gives the group greater timbral color and delivers more emotional impact to listeners unaware of what the different low brass instruments can sound like in mixed groupings.  While the quartet cherishes the novelty of its unique instrumentation, the group continuously strives to be viewed as a viable chamber music ensemble by making first rate chamber music.  In their educational clinics and through commissioning, creating, recording and concertizing new works, Sotto Voce continues to change the way audiences view low brass instruments and the musicians who play them. 

Sotto Voce has performed in a variety of venues from farmer’s markets to prestigious concert series, some of which have been broadcast on American Public Media’s “Performance Today.”  The quartet is equally comfortable in educational forums for all ages and abilities—often leading large low brass choirs in performances of their diverse repertoire.  The quartet recently gave clinics and concerts at the prestigious Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  Most recently, the quartet has appeared in front of the Mobile Symphony Orchestra for its Christmas Pops concerts and is in the midst of contracting further work in that setting with additional orchestras.  

Types of Programs Offered
Sotto Voce offers a number of different programs to suit the host’s needs and desires.  Performance rates vary depending on the type of program and the duration.  The concert fees for a traditional concert series and workshop fees (if applicable) are negotiable and are applied on a case-by-case basis.  Beyond coaching other chamber music groups in workshops, the quartet also lectures on fundamental brass playing, practice/rehearsing techniques, writing for brass, jazz/improvisation, and general chamber music techniques and ideas.  Oftentimes, the quartet will do a 2-3 day residency at a high school or university.  These residencies include multiple masterclasses, sectionals, private-lessons, open rehearsals and an evening concert (sometimes along with the host band). The quartet is also available for private events including receptions and informal concerts at informal venues for lesser fees.

Recent Events:

TWIN CITIES TOUR

March 17, 2007:  Church of St. Lukes Concert Series

March 18, 2007:  Bethlehem Music Series (as broadcast on NPR’s “Performance Today”)

COLORADO/WYOMING TOUR

November 7-8, 2007:  WYO Theatre, Sheridan, WY:  Concert Series Performance

November 9, 2007:  University of Colorado (Boulder) Artist Series Masterclass/Concert

November 10, 2007:  Colorado Springs, CO:  Bethel Lutheran Church Concert Series

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TOUR

February 22, 2008:  California Band Director’s Association (Fresno):  Clinic

February, 23, 2008:  Bakersfield, CA High School Clinic/Concert

February 24, 2008:  Mario’s Music Concert (Lancaster)

February 25, 2008:  University of Southern California (L.A.) Masterclass/Concert

SOUTHERN TEXAS TOUR

March 25, 2008:  Sam Houston State University (Huntsville, TX) Masterclass/Concert

March 26, 2008:  University of Houston Masterclass/Concert

March 27, 2008:  Texas A&M Kingsville Masterclass/Concert

March 28, 2008:  Texas State (San Marcos) Masterclass/Concert

March 29, 2008:  Southwestern State University (Georgetown) Masterclass/Concert

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA TOUR

May 8, 2008:  Elementary and High School Clinics, Fredericton, NB 

May 9-10, 2008:  University of New Brunswick “TubaFest”

May 11, 2008:  St. Andrews, NB Church Concert Series

May 12, 2008:  South Fredericton High School Clinic/Concert

ALABAMA TOUR

June 9-14, 2008:  Sotto Voce Quartet Chamber Music Symposium:  University of Alabama

June 15, 2008:  Birmingham “City Stages” Music Festival Concert

INTERNATIONAL TUBA/EUPHONIUM CONFERENCE 2008

June 27, 2008:  Guest Artists Recital:  Cincinnati, OH

KANSAS TOUR

Sept. 20-23, 2008:  Univ. of Missouri-Kansas City, Univ. of Kansas, Kansas State Univ.
